Flowers ^f Glaciers	47
flower, being, indeed, only discovered on a subsequent
visit to the temple ; but it will be best to review here,
however briefly, the vegetation as a whole.
On the first day of our visit we tried to reach the sum-
mit of the ridge behind the temple, soon discovering
that, as already stated, what appeared from below to be
the crest, though by no means easily attained, was in
reality a long way from the top.
The start was made up a spur following a path through
the forest, but when the path came to an end, we scrambled
into a dry grassy galley beyond. Thus we worked our
way diagonally up the main valley in which direction
the climbing became as a matter of fact more and more
difficult, and incidentally, the crest of the ridge further
and further above us. The almost vertical strata,
striking north and south, had given rise to razor-edged
ridges cut into shark-toothed pinnacles, and it was up
and across these we had to find a way,
Once while resting our attention was drawn to the
cliffs across the gulley, by a shower of rocks which fell
suddenly from the precipice, and looking up, we -saw
several wild sheep, little dots high up on the cliff, nimbly
leaping from rock to rock.
Round the temple were larches and huge Pseudotsuga
trees, besides many shrubs, including Celastrusspicijormis,
Hydrangea htttromalla, Lonicera Henryi, Dtutzia, fur-
-purascenS) and roses* Best of all was a superb Enkianthus
massed with little bell flowers. In the open were patches
of blue irises, and in the shade clumps of rose-flowered
Primula likiangensis. About 12,000 feet the forest,
at least on this side of the valley, facing south, became
much thinner and more localised, small shrubs, especially
barberry, occupying the steep broken ridges, with meadow

